


PRIVACY

We will be recording this webinar and posting 
it to our YouTube channel. If you choose to 
participate in any part of this webinar you may 
appear in the recording. 







Understanding Copying as a 
Learning Tool



Imagine if every young athlete in the 
world felt like they had to reinvent the 
shot, swing, pitch, stroke, kick, etc. If you 
want to be the best, you start to learn by 
copying the best.

“

”
— Me



Source: https://vimeo.com/user276910

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1fPtDQVnnsiisEOxkuEz03kcHjGW-Rv_2/preview




What you’re doing is working on your 
craft…You are trying to get into the seat of the 
person who built this thing to begin with. To 
get into their head and see why they made 
the practical decisions they made… ”

— Jim Coudal, Field Notes Brand





The artist ought first to 
exercise his hand by copying 
drawings from the hand of a 
good master.

https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2017/02/improving-ui-design-skills-
copywork/

“

”
— Leonardo DaVinci



Why is it so effective?



1. To see how its constructed
2. Notice what UI elements are being used
3. Notice the patterns that are used and reused

All this leads to developing a designer’s eye

You really need to study it 



















All the decisions have been made for you. 

There are no excuses to get started





Learn Design Tools
It is a fantastic way to practice using new 
tools or learning new features.











Quickly Prototyping Ideas
Copying is a great way to visualize and test a 
product idea you have.





Let me show you an example





v1
Started content-first



v2
Applying Information 
Architecture

We show more options 
for our visitors to 
choose from.









Patterns I copied



Copying helps...
1. You really see the thing you’re copying

2. Remove any excuses to get started

3. Learn UI Design Software or new features

4. Quickly Prototype Ideas





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BtOUv05Fx30Wbv5fOBqkVxdCOJwlZdj0/preview


Learn more at balsamiq.com/learn 

Contact Me: 
billy@balsamiq.com
@billycarlson

Thanks

http://balsamiq.com/learn
mailto:billy@balsamiq.com



